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By… B.E.S.T. Water Filters 
(B.E.S.T.- Bacteria Eliminating Silver Treatment) 

 

The New Long-Life ANTI BACTERIAL Cartridge 
 

 

It is a well-known fact that water filters breed bacteria.  

This is the sole reason why you have to change your filters regularly - 
bacterial contamination. It is not because the carbon has been used up. 
Even the cheapest of carbon filters have the ability to treat water for 
around 4000 litres. (For a family of 4, that's around 18 months worth of 
filtered water.) 
 
One of the requirements for removing the maximum amount of contaminants possible from 
water is - the longer the water is in contact with the carbon, the better the removal (and the 
better the taste). 
 
Most cartridges allow water to pass through the side of the cartridge and up through a tube in 
the middle. This only allows around 15mm of contact with the compacted carbon.  
 
The new 'B.E.S.T. Alternative' cartridge, 

1. Water enters at the base of the cartridge; 
2. through a pre filter to remove dirt particles; 
3. through a bed of silver coated gems (not silver impregnated) to destroy bacteria; 

4. through high quality, loosely packed carbon to remove chemicals. (By being loosely 
packed allows a greater surface area of the carbon to be used giving you a longer life); 

5. then finally through a second bed of silver coated gems. 
 

(Around 10 times more 'contact 
time' than standard filters). The 

result… 
NOW you change your cartridge 
when the carbon runs out, not 

when the bacteria sets in! 
Rated to remove chemicals to 

an average of 16,000 litres 
 
 

 

 

More Important Information for You 
The micron rating of a cartridge does not reflect its ability to 

remove chemicals. The micron rating indicates its ability to trap 
dirt, bacteria and parasites 

 Carbon does NOT destroy bacteria - it traps it. 
 Carbon is porous like chalk. Good quality carbon has more 

internal surfaces than the external surface that you can 
see. (This is where bacteria breed.) 
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HOW GOOD IS IT? THE B.E.S.T. TESTé 

OBJECTIVE How does the B.E.S.T. compare to the rest? 

SET-UP The water supply used was untreated tank (rain) water. Place a one 

(1) micron dirt filter (A) downstream of the B.E.S.T. Alternative system. Place 
another one (1) micron dirt filter (B) downstream of a 'standard' silver 
impregnated carbon cartridge. This will trap and display any bacteria grown and 
released, if any, in either cartridge.  

RESULT After 3 weeks, a slight shade of green was appearing on Specimen B. 
After three months, Specimen B had a thick coating of growth. Specimen A 

continued with no sign of growth or discolouring throughout the test. 

CONCLUDING NOTES Silver works, as long as it is applied correctly. The simple presence of silver (as in silver 
impregnated) is not enough to destroy bacteria and keep your filter bacteria free. All water must come in contact with silver 
(as in B.E.S.T. Alternative) to effectively control bacteria. 

WHAT CARTRIDGES DO WHAT? 

5 micron B.E.S.T. Alternative will remove dirt, chemicals and remain bacteria free.  
1 micron B.E.S.T. Alternative will remove dirt, chemicals and remain bacteria free and block parasites. 
In high dirt areas or if you are upgrading your existing filter to the B.E.S.T. Alternative, a sediment cartridge 
may be installed before the B.E.S.T. Alternative cartridge.  

HOW LONG SHOULD A CARTRIDGE LAST? This is subject to the quality of the water being run through the 
unit. Dirt is always inestimable (E.g. burst mains, dust in tank water, etc). Chemicals can be roughly calculated 
as they are added to town water at controlled rates. Bacteria are unknown.  It also depends on how many 
people are using the filtered water.  

Sediment - Generally, if the supply water is clear of dirt, a sediment/dirt cartridge should last a couple of years 
if bacteria are not breeding in it. Without the B.E.S.T. Alternative it is recommended to be changed every 6 
months maximum. 

Carbon - Even the cheapest cartridges are capable of a long life. Cartridges today can treat between 5,000 
and 20,000 litres. A family of 4, drinking 2 litres per day, plus another 2 litres per day for cooking = 3,650 litres 
per year. So why do you change a 20,000 litre capacity cartridge every 6-12 months? Because Bacteria are 
breeding inside! From the first day that your cartridge is installed, it is removing the chemicals that have been 
added to control bacteria- once removed, bacteria is free to multiply.  

THE SOLUTION! 

Now you replace the cartridges when the carbon runs out, not when the bacteria set in! 
Did you know that you can improve your existing system's performance and lower your running costs? 
When you install the Original SilverSafe

®
 Silver Cannister prior to an existing filtration unit, this becomes the 

first line of defense against bacteria and protects the next stage of your filtration system- the sediment filter. 

 
  

The Original SilverSafe
®
 

Cannister is installed 

before the first housing 
to control bacteria on the 
dirt filters. 

Either 5 micron or 1 micron B.E.S.T. Alternative carbon filter is 
installed in a single unit, or after a dirt filter to remove chemicals, 

herbicides, pesticides, etc from your water. This produces fresh and 
clean water for up to 16,000 litres. Since bacteria are not breeding 
there is no need to have a set time period for cartridge changes.    

5 micron Dirt (Sediment) Filter 
is installed here to remove dirt, 

rust, etc from high dirt areas. 

CARTRIDGES AVAILABLE (Long Life - Low Cost) 

PRE5 - 5 micron Dirt/Sediment Cartridge (for high dirt areas). ..................................... (Order Code- 405) 
A-AC5  - 5 micron Alternative Carbon Cartridge with built-in sediment filter. ................... (Order Code- 421) 
A-AC1  - 1 micron Alternative Carbon Cartridge with built-in sediment filter. ................... (Order Code- 422) 
Value PACKAGES available (OSC = Original SilverSafe

®
 Cannister) 

Single Filtration Systems 
A-AC5+ -OSC+A-AC5 ............ (Order Code- 165) 
A-AC1+ -OSC+A-AC1 ............ (Order Code- 166) 

Dual Filtration Systems 
PRE5/A-AC5+-OSC+PRE5+A-AC5 .. (Order Code- 161) 
PRE5/A-AC1+-OSC+PRE5+A-AC1 .. (Order Code- 162) 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION  

Use a 5-micron for chemical and dirt removal and a 1-micron for chemical, dirt and cyst prevention.  

 5 micron    (Order Code 421) 1 micron    (Order Code 422) 
 Blue Cap Green Cap 

Maximum Flow Rate: 18L/min~ 15L/min~ 

Life: 16,000 Litres * 16,000 Litres * 
 

~ Flow rate - a higher flow rate is achievable, however with all filtration systems the slower the flow, the better the contaminant removal. 
* 16,000 litres life is the rating for the removal of chemicals, not dirt and sediment. Excessive use on water with high sedimentation may 
cause the built-in sediment filter to be clogged. 

Cartridge life is subject to the quality of water being introduced. In highly chlorinated and sediment areas, the life can be shortened.  


